
Attending the Alberta Next: Energy event provided insight into how the future of 

agribusiness and economic development in Alberta is interconnected with energy policy, 

Indigenous partnerships, infrastructure expansion, investment conditions, and global geopolitical 

uncertainty. A recurring theme throughout the event was that economic competitiveness depends 

not only on natural resources but also on governance structures, pathways to export, 

collaboration, and long-term strategic planning. 

One major takeaway was the importance of collaboration with Indigenous communities 

as a condition for future development projects. Discussions emphasized consultation, 

partnership, and emerging models in which Indigenous communities may obtain equity 

ownership stakes in infrastructure projects such as pipelines. Speakers suggested that such 

arrangements could create long-term revenue generation opportunities for communities while 

increasing support and legitimacy for projects. At the same time, there was acknowledgment that 

Indigenous perspectives are not homogeneous; some communities remain uncertain or opposed 

to oil-related development. This highlighted the need for listening, trust-building, and balancing 

economic opportunity with local priorities. 

Another recurring theme involved pathways, infrastructure, and competitiveness. During 

the Q&A, considerable attention focused on pipelines toward British Columbia and export access 

to Asian markets. The discussion suggested a bidirectional relationship: without pathways there 

is limited pipeline value, and without pipelines there are limited pathways to markets. The west 

coast route was repeatedly presented as economically favourable because it could improve export 

competitiveness and reduce dependence on existing markets. Speakers emphasized that Alberta’s 

future competitiveness depends not only on production capacity but also on transportation 

infrastructure and diversified trade relationships. 

The event also highlighted global uncertainty and energy security. International instability 

and disruptions to global supply chains were framed as creating opportunities for Alberta to 

strengthen its role within global energy markets. Alberta was positioned as having ambitions to 

increase production while leveraging substantial reserves of oil and critical minerals such as 

lithium, uranium, titanium, and iron. These resources were discussed as increasingly valuable 

within changing global energy systems. 

I also observed repeated discussions concerning investment risk and regulatory 

environments. Competitiveness was linked to taxation structures, regulatory frameworks, and 

investor confidence. Speakers described the challenge of convincing investors to support long-

term infrastructure projects with significant financial risk. This reinforced the idea that major 

projects require more than resources alone; they require stable governance, predictable policy 

environments, and confidence in future returns. 

Finally, one of the strongest impressions from the event was the interconnectedness of 

economic systems. Future growth appears to require simultaneous alignment among provincial 

governments, federal policy, Indigenous nations, investors, industry actors, and international 

markets. The discussions implied that Alberta’s future competitiveness may depend less on 

resource abundance itself and more on its ability to create collaborative governance structures 

capable of managing uncertainty, risk, and competing priorities.  

Overall, my key takeaway is that the future of agribusiness and economic development in 

Alberta cannot be separated from broader systems of energy infrastructure, Indigenous 

partnership, regulatory conditions, investment risk, and geopolitical resilience. Long-term 

success may depend not only on what Alberta produces, but on how effectively it builds 

pathways, relationships, and governance systems that support sustainable economic participation. 


